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Spanish-speaking women unite for
cultural support
Hispanas Unidas promotes literacy via
storytelling -- in English and in Spanish

Meetings
Hispanas Unidas has been meeting once
per month but will add an extra meeting to
work on computer skills.
The next meeting will be at Mark Twain
Middle School.

BY OMIE DRAWHORN
Silverton Appeal Tribune
March 16, 2005

Twelve women sit in a semicircle in Douglas Jenkins' classroom at Eugene Field Elementary School, sharing
laughs, knowledge and stories.
The women have formed a group called Hispanas Unidas to provide one another support and to read and
write in both English and Spanish.
Susana Ghio passes around copies of a book written in English and Spanish. It's a children's book with color
drawings and words, titled "Upside Down Boy," or "El Niño de Cabeza." The women read from it in the
meeting, and they will take it home to read to their children.
"Susana searches and finds these wonderful books," said Doreen Kelly, resource coordinator for Silverton
Together. "The women learn English, and the children remember their Spanish."
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The story is about a little boy going to school for the first time, getting used to unfamiliar surroundings, which
many women in the group can relate to. These women are from different parts of Mexico and South America,
but their Hispanic heritage and their desire to learn, grow and support one another bring them together.
Being uprooted from a familiar culture, leaving behind families, friends, language and traditions to join a
culture with unfamiliar traditions and languages, can make anyone feel alone.
But these women are increasingly not alone. In 1990, 7.7 percent of the population in Silverton, Mount Angel
and Scotts Mills was Hispanic. In 2004, the number was 14.6 percent, with 10.95 percent of the population
speaking Spanish in the home.
Hispanas Unidas unites them.
The group of local Hispanic women, which formed in 2001, allows the women to express themselves and
promote literacy by encouraging women to write stories of their culture and read books in English and
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Spanish to their children.
"They all have a chance to share stories from their childhood," said Ghio, a native Argentinean and Spanish
teacher and group leader for Hispanas Unidas.
Rosa Campos said that through talking and writing, she can express to the group everything she remembers
about her country and has been able to write more and more.
Each group member plans to eventually write her own story, and the group will compile the stories into a
book.
Twelve women. Twelve stories.
The group includes its four original members:
Cecilia Poblete moved from Chile to Silverton four years ago to be with her husband. She works as an
instructional aide at Parrish Middle School in Salem.

●

●

Mary Carmen Cressey is from Puebla, Mexico, and earned a degree in marketing in Mexico.

Campos is from Puebla and left a career as a veterinarian to come to Oregon to make more money to
send back to Mexico.

●

Karla Smith moved to Salem from San Luis, Mexico, and has two children.
All are at least semi-fluent in English, through means such as English as a Second Language classes,
watching television and talking with people.

●

The group received a $9,500 grant from Verizon in September, allowing Ghio to purchase books for the
group members, pay for child care and arrange for a bus to pick up the women who live in Silverton.
"The women really bonded with each other," said Kelly of Silverton Together, "and so their project was to
become a permanent group."
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